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CIVIL AVIATION (REPEAL AND RE-ENACTMENT) ACT 2006. 

kkk  
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

 
 PART I- CONTROL OF CIVIL AVIATION 

 
1. Control and supervision of civil aviation. 
 
PART II - THE NIGERIAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
 
2. Establishment of the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority. 
 
PART III-THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE AUTHORITY 
 
3. Membership of the Governing Board. 
4. Tenure of office. 
5. Cessation of office. 
6. Allowances, Expenses etc of Chairman and Members. 
7. Functions of the Board. 
 
PART IV-STAFF OF THE AUTHORITY 
 
8. Director-General of the Authority. 
9. Appointment of Secretary and other staff by the Board.  
10. Conflict of interests 
11. Pensions. 
 
PART V- FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 
 
12. Air Ticket and Cargo Sales Charge. 
13. Fund of the Authority. 
14. Expenditure by the Authority. 
15. Power to accept gifts. 
16. Power to Borrow and Invest. 
17. Exemption from tax. 
18. Duty to be financially prudent. 
 

 PART VI- INFORMATION, NOTICES ETC 
 
19. Power to request for information. 
20. Restriction on disclosure of information. 
21. Service of notices. 
22. Service of documents. 
 
PART VII- MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 
 
23. Power to Acquire Land. 
24. Limitation of suits against the Authority. 
25. Restriction of execution against property of the Authority. 
26. Indemnification of officers. 
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PART VII -INVESTIGATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
27. Power to investigate, impose fines and enforce. 
28. Directions by Minister. 
29. Investigation of accidents/Accident Investigation Bureau. 
 
PART IX-THE AUTHORITY’S POWER TO REGULATE CIVIL AVIATION. 
 
30. Power to regulate air navigation. 
 
PART X- FUNCTIONS OF THE AUTHORITY 
 
31. Functions of the Authority. 
 
PART XI- CONTROL OF AIR TRANSPORT UNDERTAKING. 
 
32. Licensing of air transport undertakings. 
33. Eligibility for licences, Permits etc. 
34. Air Operator Certificate (AOC) 
35. Variation, Suspension and Revocation of licences, Permits etc. 
36. Supplementary provisions relating to licences, Permits, etc. 
37. General duties in relation to air transport licensing functions of the Authority. 
 

 PART XII- PROVISION OF AERODROMES, CONTROL OF LAND FOR AVIATION 
PURPOSES, ETC 
 
38. Power of Minister to approve the establishment aerodromes. 
39. Eligibility for an aerodrome licence. 
40. Duty of the Authority to consider environmental factors when licensing Aerodromes. 
41. Fixing by reference to noise factors the charges for using Licensed aerodromes. 
42. Requirements for approval of aerodrome security programme. 
43. Requirements for approval of airline security programme. 
44. Security Surveys, Audits, Tests and Inspections. 
45. Security checks of persons and baggage. 
46. Obstructions near aerodromes. 
47. Trespass on Licensed aerodromes. 
 
PART XIII-SPECIAL PROVISIONS AS TO TRESPASS, NUISANCE, SALVAGE AND 
PATENTS, ETC. 
 
48. Carriers liability. 
49. Actions in trespass, nuisance and damage from aircraft.  
50. Application to aircraft of law of wreck and salvage.  
51. Patent claims. 
52. Infringement of patent. 
53. Detention of aircraft. 
 

 PART XIV- OFFENCES 
 
54. Offences. 
55. Dangerous flying. 
56. Hijacking and interference 
57. Offences of endangering safety, destroying or damaging of an aircraft in flight etc. 
58. Prohibition of unruly and indecent conduct. 
59. Offences at aerodromes. 
60. Destruction of, or damages to, air navigation and other facilities. 
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61. Duties of Operators and Personnel. 
62. Transportation of Dangerous Goods. 
63. Federal High Court to try offences. 
 
PART XV- GENERAL 
 
64. Power of the Authority to make rules for protecting public health. 
65. Emergency powers for protecting public health. 
66. Power of Minister to make orders in emergency. 
67. Designation of essential services. 
68. Bilateral Exchanges of Safety oversight responsibilities 
69. Regional cooperative Aviation Safety Agreement 
70. Aviation safeguards. 
71. Compensation schemes for passengers and other allied aviation services consumers 
72. Regulation of sale, distribution and provision of allied services. 
73. Application of certain conventions. 
74 Insurance 
75. Air Services Agreement. 
76. Periodic publication of air transport policy. 
77. Repeals and savings provisions.  
78. Definitions. 
79. Short title 
 

 Schedules 
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orders as may be necessary in the opinion of the Authority to prevent 
further violation of the provisions of this Act, regulations, rules or orders. 

 
(3) The Authority shall have power to take all steps reasonably 
necessary, including the power to ground any aircraft and to seal the 
premises of any air transport service provider or provider of allied 
aviation service, in order to ensure compliance with the provisions of this 
Act and the regulations, rules and orders made pursuant to it. 
 

28. (1) The Minister may after consultation with the Authority give such  
directions, not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, to the 
Authority on matters of policy: - 
 
(a) in the interests of national security; or 
 
(b) in connection with any matter appearing to him to affect the relations 
of Nigeria with a country or territory outside Nigeria; or 
 
(c) in order to discharge or facilitate the discharge of an obligation 
binding on Nigeria by virtue of its being a member of an international 
organisation or a party to an international agreement; or 
 
(d) in order to obtain or facilitate the attainment of any other object of 
which is in his opinion appropriate in view of the fact that Nigeria is a 
member of an international organization or a party to an international 
agreement; or 
 
(e) in order to enable Nigeria become a member of an international 
organisation or a party to an international agreement. 
 
(2) The Authority in the exercise of its functions and powers shall be 
guided by such directions. 
 
(3) The Authority shall furnish the Board with such information or 
facilities for obtaining information with respect to its activities as the 
Minister may from time to time require. 
 

Directions by the 
Minister 

29. (1) There is  hereby established an Accident Investigation Bureau 
hereinafter referred to as the Bureau which shall be a body corporate 
with power to sue and be sued in its corporate name except for matters 
associated with accident reports and to acquire hold and dispose of 
property whether movable or immovable. 
 
(2)The Bureau shall be an autonomous agency reporting to the 
President through the Minister. 
 
(3)(a) The Bureau shall be headed by a Commissioner of Accident 
Investigation who shall be appointed by the President on the 
recommendation of the Minister. 
    (b) The Commissioner of Accident Investigation, who shall be the 
Chief Executive Officer of the Bureau, shall be appointed for a period of 
four (4) years renewable once for another period of four (4) years. 
 
(4) The Commissioner of Accident Investigation shall possess cognate 
experience and qualification in air accident investigation of not less than 
12 years. 

Investigation of 
Accidents/Accident 
Investigation 
Bureau  
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(5 There shall be established for the Bureau a fund into which shall paid 
and credited: 
 
(a) all subventions and budgetary allocation from the Government of the 
Federation; 
 
(b) 3% of the air ticket contract charter and cargo sales charge imposed 
in Section 12 of this Act 
 
(c) all sums accruing to the Bureau by way of gifts, endowments, 
bequests, grants or other contributions by persons and Organisations; 
 
(d) returns on investments; 
 
(e)foreign aid and assistance; and 
 
(f) all other sums which may, from time to time, accrue to the Bureau. 
 
(6)The services of all persons currently employed in the Accident 
Investigation and Prevention Bureau of the Ministry of Aviation are 
hereby transferred to the Bureau. 
 
(7)The Commissioner of Accident Investigation may with the approval of 
the Minister recruit such staff as is necessary for the execution of its 
functions under this Act. 
 
(8)There shall be appointed for the Bureau a Legal Adviser who shall be 
a Legal Practitioner of not less than 10 years post call experience. 
 
(9)The Bureau in the execution of its functions under this Act shall follow 
and adhere to the regulations for accident investigation made by the 
Minster. 
 

 (10) The Minister may make regulations providing for the investigation of  
any accident or incident arising out of or in the course of air navigation 
and either occurring in or over Nigeria or occurring to Nigerian aircraft 
elsewhere. 
 
(11) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (10) of this section, 
the regulations made there under may in particular contain provisions: 
  
(a) requiring notice to be given of any such accident or incident  as 
aforesaid in such manner and by such persons as may be prescribed;  
 
(b) applying for the purpose of investigations held with respect to any 
such accident or incident any of the provisions of any law in force in 
Nigeria relating to the investigation of deaths or accidents; 
 
(c) prohibiting, pending investigation, access to or interference with 
aircraft to which an accident or incident has occurred and authorising 
any person, so far as may be necessary for the purposes of an 
investigation, to have access to, examine, remove, take measures for 
the preservation of, or otherwise deal with, any such aircraft; 
 
(d) authorising or requiring the cancellation, suspension, endorsement or 
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surrender of any licence or certificate granted in Nigeria in pursuance of 
this Act or any regulation, or the withdrawal or suspension of any 
validation conferred in Nigeria of a licence granted by a competent 
authority elsewhere, where it appears on investigation that the licence, 
certificate or validation ought to be so dealt with, and requiring the 
production accordingly of any such licence or certificate. 
 

 (e) incorporating the provisions of Annex 13 to the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation,  
 
(12) The sole objective of the investigation of an accident or serious 
incident under this Act shall be the prevention of accidents and 
incidents. It shall not be the purpose of such an investigation to 
apportion blame or liability. 
 
(13)   On the basis of the findings of accident investigations the Authority 
shall be informed and the Director General shall take corrective actions 
that, in the judgment of the Authority, will prevent similar accidents in the 
future. 
 
(14) Notwithstanding the provisions of the Evidence Act CAP 112 LFN 
1990, the contents of an air accident investigation report made pursuant 
to the provisions of this Act and regulations made there under, shall not 
be admissible in evidence as to form the basis of liability in any criminal 
or civil proceedings. 
 

 

 PART IX - THE AUTHORITY’S POWER TO REGULATE CIVIL 
AVIATION 
 

 

30. (1) The Authority may by regulation make such provision as expedient: 
 
(a) for carrying out the Convention on International Civil Aviation  (in this 
section referred to as “the Convention”) concluded at Chicago on the 7th 
day of December 1944, any Annex to the Convention which relates to 
international standards and recommended practices and is adopted in 
accordance with the Convention, and any amendment of the Convention 
or of any such Annex which is made in accordance with the Convention;  
 
(b) for carrying out any other treaty or agreement in the field of civil 
aviation to which Nigeria is a party; and 
 
(c) generally for regulating air navigation. 
 
(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) of this section, 
the powers conferred therein shall include power to make regulations: 
 
(a) for the registration of aircraft in Nigeria; 
 
(b) for the prohibition of aircraft from flying unless certificates of 
airworthiness issued or validated under the regulations are in force with 
respect to them and except upon compliance with such conditions as to 
maintenance and repair as may be prescribed; 
 
(c) for the licensing, inspection and regulation of aerodromes, access to 
aerodromes and places where aircraft have landed, for the inspection of 
aircraft factories, and for prohibiting or regulating the use of aerodromes 

Power to regulate 
air navigation 
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the Board to act for that purpose. 

8. Any contract or instrument which, if made by a person not being a body corporate, 
would not be required to be under seal may be made or executed on behalf of the 
Authority by the director-General or by any other person generally or specially authorized 
by the Board to act for that purpose. 

9. Any document purporting to be a contract, instrument, or other document duly signed or 
sealed on behalf of the Authority shall be received in evidence and shall, unless the 
contrary is proved, be presumed without further proof to have been so signed or sealed. 
 
10. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of any of its committee shall not be 
affected by – 
 

(a)   any vacancy in the membership of the Board, or committee, or  
 
(b)   any defect in the appointment of a member of the Board or committee; or 
 
(c)  reason that any person not entitled to do so took part in the proceedings of the 
Board or Committee. 

 

11. A member of the Board or a committee who has a personal interest in any contract or 
arrangement entered into or proposed to be considered by the Board or such committee 
shall forthwith disclose his interest to the Board and shall not vote on any question relating 
to the contract or arrangement. 

 
12. No member of the Board shall be personally liable for any act or omission done or 
made in good faith while engaged in the business of the Authority. 

  
  

 
 

  
 

PASSED BY THE SENATE ON TUESDAY, 10 OCTOBER, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________                       _________________________________ 
President,                                                                       Clerk, 
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria                       Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
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